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Recent Business and Financial Literature 
Reviewed by Alta B. Claflin, Librarian, Federal Reserve Bank, Cleveland 


Crowell’s Dictionary of Business and F1- 
nance. Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New 
York. 608 pages. Cloth edition $3.50. At last 
we have a really satisfactory dictionary of 
financial terms. Formerly we have had to 
depend on Montgomery Rollins “Money and 
Investments,” which dealt rather informally 
with investment terms chiefly,—and John White 
Kuhrt’s “Counting-House Dictionary.” The 
latter, however, is still indispensable for Brit- 
ish and other foreign words and phrases. The 
compilers of the present volume have very 
evidently drawn from the most authoritative 
and up-to-date sources. Terms which came 
into existence with the new Rural Credits Act 
last March are included, as well as those which 
have come into current use since the establish- 
ment of the Federal Reserve Act. The book 
is well arranged and bountifully cross-indexed, 
and the appendix contains much useful infor- 
mation, including a three-page bibliography. 
The work is issued in both cloth and leather 
editions. 

Another dictionary which we have not yet 
had an opportunity to examine is the “Stand- 
ard Business Dictionary; a Reference Book 
for Business and Professional Men,” compiled 
by Julius Spiegel and published this year by 
the Standard Publishing Company, New York. 
The reviews, however, have not been entirely 
favorable. 


Controlling the Finances of a Business, by 
James O. McKinsey and Stuart P. Meech. 
Ronald Press Company, New York. 638 pages. 
The joint authorship of this book is an ex- 
cellent combination of practical experience and 
academic theory. The financial questions 
treated are those which arise from the internal 
administration of a business rather than from 
its external relations. The point of view is 
that of the treasurer or chief financial ex- 
ecutive. The titles of the various divisions 
indicate the scope of the volume: “Determin- 
ing capital requirements,” “Sources and de- 
vices for securing capital,” “Marketing securi- 
ties,” “Control of capital disbursements,” “Con- 
trol of credit,” “Control of income,” “Organ- 
ization for financial administration.” 


Financial and Operating Ratios in Manage- 
ment, by James H, Bliss. Ronald Press Com- 
pany, New York. 396 pages. $6.00. This is 
an interesting work on management from a 
new standpoint. As the writer says in his 
preface, “in every branch of industry there are 
certain characteristic financial and operating 
ratios, depending upon the nature of its ac- 
tivities. A practical way of determining these 
is by averaging the ratios of the individual 
competing concerns within that industry. 
These are the standard ratios which each of 
the competing concerns must approximate if 
it is to enjoy the average measure of success. 
Comparison with them constitutes a check on 
the concern’s managerial efficiency, enabling it 
to see wherein it is ahead and wherein it is 
behind its competitors in the field.” Part I 
considers the various ratios and turnovers 
which the business executive should note and 
compare, and explains the methods of com- 
puting these measures. Part II contains, with 
explanations, tables of ratios, turnovers, and 
other statistics compiled from published re- 
ports of representative companies in many in- 
dustries. 


The American Livestock and Meat Industry, 
by Rudolf Alexander Clemen. Ronald Press 
Company, New York. 872 pages. $6.00. This 
work is of interest to financial librarians be- 
cause of the section devoted to the subject 
of livestock financing and marketing. The 
chapter headings of this section show the field 
covered, as follows: “Grades and classes of 
livestock ;” “Methods of livestock financing ;” 
“Methods of marketing livestock ;” “Cycles of 
livestock marketing;” “Problems of orderly 
livestock marketing ;” “Recent experiments in 
livestock marketing methods;” “The coopera- 
tive livestock marketing movement.” The 
book as a whole is a thorough and compre- 
hensive history of the American meat industry 
from its beginning, and closes with a section 
on “The packing industry in its public re- 
lations,” such as the labor problem in the 
industry, monopoly, and government investiga- 
tion and regulation. A touch of romance is 
added by the frontispiece, which is taken from 
Joseph Pennell’s sketch of one of the Chicago 
stockyards. 
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Fundamental Principles of Purchasing, by 
H. D. Murphy. The Purchasing Agent Co., 
Inc., New York. 83 pages. $1.25. This little 
volume outlines the principles of purchasing, 
together with good advice and suggestions, 
which will be of value to the would-be pur- 
chasing agent, rather than to the purchasing 
man already established in his business. 


The Federal Reserve System; Legislation, 
Organization and Operation, by Henry Parker 
Willis, with an introduction by Honorable 
Carter Glass. Ronald Press Company, New 
York. 1765 pages. $10.00. Dr. Willis has 
given us a work which will rank with the first 
among the histories of American banking and 
finance. For many years he had been known 
as a close student and writer on financial 
subjects when he was called by the Honorable 
Carter Glass, then chairman of the House 
‘Banking and Currency Committee, to become 
expert adviser to that committee in framing 
the new banking and currency bill. Dr. Willis 
became later the first Secretary to the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board from 1914 to 1918, and 
continued to serve in one capacity or another 
until 1922. 

It is very evident that the establishment of 
a sound and efficient banking system was the 
interest nearest to Dr. Willis’ heart for many 
years. The volume is a very complete history 
of the Federal Reserve System from its in- 
ception, enchanced by much documentary ma- 
terial both in the text and in the appendix. 
The debates and many suggested plans in and 
out of Congress are very thoroughly discussed. 
Then follows a detailed and intimate account 
of the harassing (and sometimes humiliating) 
difficulties, personal and political, which arose 
within the board organization itself, and in 
its relations with the twelve Federal Reserve 
banks. The new financial machinery and poli- 
cies which developed from the operation of 
the system are described chapter by chapter. 
All through the volume the author calls at- 
tention to the insidious and increasing political 
influence which the board has had to meet 
from the beginning. He points out that one 
of the chief objects which the framers of the 
act had in mind was to raise the operation of 
the system above political influence, and that 
this object is in great danger of being de- 
feated. In the appendix will be found the 
principal drafts through which the Federal 
Reserve Act passed in its successive phases, 
as well as subsequent amendments passed by 
Congress. 


Fiscal Functions of the Federal Reserve 
Banks, by John M. Chapman. 


Ronald Press 


October, 1923 


Company, New York. 213 pages. $2.50. This 
is rather a fiscal history of the United States 
Treasury in meeting the problems of collect- 
ing, depositing and transferring government 
funds and issuing currency. The various 
chapters record the history of the independent 
treasury system, the sub-treasuries, war fi- 
nancing, the floating of the public debt, and 
the operations of the Federal Reserve banks 
as fiscal agents. It is an indispensable little 
volume to add to a library on the financial 
history of the United States. 


The First Year of the Budget of the United 
States, by Charles G. Dawes. Harper & 
Brothers, New York. 437 pages. $6.00. All 
who are interested in the problems of efficiency 
and economy in management will wish to see 
this volume by our first Director of the Bud- 
get, giving an almost daily record of how he 
succeeded in at last putting our government 
“on a business basis.” 


Financial Periodicals in the Libraries 


No doubt most of us have already noted 
Miss Rose’s excellent article in Bankers 
Monthly for June on “How financial libraries 
are serving bankers.” Such well-developed 
articles as this, appearing from time to time 
in our business periodicals, will further im- 
mensely the realization of the value to busi- 
ness in general of adequately staffed and 
equipped business libraries. 


Mrs. Vivian G. Smith, librarian at the Se- 
curity Trust and Savings Bank, Los Angeles, 
has followed the same principle in her article 
in the Coast Banker for April, entitled “Func- 
tions of the bank library.” Miss Margaret 
Reynolds of the First Wisconsin National 
Bank, Milwaukee, runs a special department 
(every month, I believe) in the Banker-Manu- 
facturer (Milwaukee) under the heading 
‘Books and booklets for busy bankers.” 


The Investment Bankers Association’s Bul- 
letin for June 30 contains the report of the 
association’s Special Library Committee, of 
which Mr. Lawrence Chamberlain is chairman, 
on the progress that has been made toward 
the organization of a national financial library. 
The proposition made by Poor’s Publishing 
Company to furnish a national financial li- 
brary service to members of the association, is 
considered in detail. Mr. C. C. Houghton, of 
Poor’s Publishing Company, has undertaken 
to put this plan into execution for the coming 
year. 
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Committee on Methods, Preliminary Report 


Frank H. Chase, Reference Librarian, Boston Public Library 


This meaty pamphlet of 31 pages is a fine 
evidence of the vitality of the Special Libraries 
Association. No one can read it, and fail to 
be impressed with the energy and enthusiasm 
of the Association’s Committee on Methods, 
and with the splendid spirit of cooperation, 
and the open mind and eagerness to learn, 
which are characteristic of the whole Special 
Libraries movement, whose development has 
been so rapid during the past few years. 

The report, which embodies the results of 
a questionnaire sent to four hundred and 
seventy-six libraries last December, is a pre- 
liminary step toward the preparation of a 
Manual of Special Library Methods. The 
Committee is to be congratulated on the pro- 
gress which the work has already made; the 
first half of such a task is the worst half, 
and this has been well done, and put on record. 
The report shows on almost every page the 
difficulty of the problem; the enormous diver- 
gence in the types of work done by the various 
special libraries is bound to make standard- 
ization well-nigh impossible. But the investi- 
gation was worth while, as a means of show- 
ing what the libraries have in common, and 
wherein each should be free to follow its 
own course. The first law of being for these 
libraries is that of adaptation; each special 
library, by definition, exists for a special pur- 
pose. The experience of each, so far as it is 
successful, is interesting, and may be instruc- 
tive; but general conclusions can hardly be 
hoped for. Flexibility, not uniformity, is of 
the very essence of the special library; and 
this report shows that most of the libraries 
are true to this principle. 


Scope of the Survey 


Of the four hundred and seventy-six libra- 
ries to which inquiries were sent, one hundred 
and eighty-five made returns sufficiently de- 
tailed for tabulation. The survey covers the 
whole country—from New Hampshire to Cal- 
ifornia, from Minnesota to Georgia. The table 
showing the “group classification” is very sug- 
gestive, as illustrating the variety of interests 
which the libraries serve, a variety which in- 
creases each month, as different industries and 
types of organization are swept into the move- 
ment. It may be noted that some confusion 
seems to exist between the terms “reference” 
and “research,” as applied to library work; the 
caution of the Committee is commendable in 
doubting whether one hundred and sixty of 
the libraries reporting are really engaged in 
the work of research. 

The large size of some of the special libra- 
ries will be a surprise to many readers. A 
good point is made, however, in the statement 
that “some of the libraries having only a few 
hundred volumes showed the most thorough 
organization ;” this well illustrates the differ- 
ence between the special library and that of 


a more general character. Service, not size, 
is the criterion of importance and value; the 
good special library is the one that does its 
special job, not the one which is most impos- 
ing. If its work requires only five hundred 
books, or if its field is so restricted that the 
available material is even smaller in compass, 
it may none the less be a more efficient tool 
than one which “ranges as high as one hun- 
— and fifty thousand volumes and pamph- 
ets.” 


Co-operation 


It is pleasant to learn how widespread is the 
spirit of co-operation among the libraries of 
the country, both public and special; appar- 
ently the idea is grecwing that the possession 
of a library entails responsibility for its use 
in the service of the public. “Co-operation 
from every source in the city” is given as a 
typical answer; it is good to think of a city 
dotted with libraries as safe, to that extent, 
from selfishness. 

Laziness seems not to be a trait of the 
special library. Eloquent testimony to this 
fact is given under the head of Bibliographies, 
where we learn that lists are in process on 
such subjects as “noise and its elimination in 
industry,” “capital stock without par value,” 
“sources of current prices,” and the “Ku Klux 
Klan.” One library reports that reference 
lists are made out every day, and another that 
four or five bibliographies are always in pro- 
cess. In one library the catalog is described 
as a “cumulative bibliography’—a definition 
which opens up a fascinating vista of effici- 
e1cy. 

Education of Special Librarians 


The average education of the special libra- 
rian is gratifyingly high. Eight-two, of the 
one hundred and eighty-five, are college grad- 
uates, and seventy-two have had library school 
training; one hundred and fourteen went to 
their present positions with library experience 
behind them. One-fourth of the librarians 
covered by the report have had more than 
ten years of experience; “librarians like their 
work, and stay in it because they do.” 

The insurance libraries and those attached 
to the Federal Reserve Banks are reported as 
engaged in special study of the methods of 
their respective groups; this sort of thing seems 
likely to be more fruitful than a general 
study. The libraries of the Federal Reserve 
System exchange accession lists every few 
weeks. 

Among special needs mentioned are that of 
a good financial index, which seems to be 
peculiarly urgent; that of an effective means 
of locating organizations and associations, 
with the names of their officials; and that of 
the development of fuller classifications in a 
number of subjects, especially the “300 class 
and the 650 group in Dewey.” 
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Noteworthy Methods 


The methods found useful in this or that 
library or group of libraries, which are the 
main purpose ot the report, are bound to be 
suggestive, if no more. One librarian sends to 
the publishers “annual reminders for each 
serial, as she considers that it saves time.” In 
lettermmg books, white ink and shellac is the 
favorite combination. In the pamphlet file, 
one librarian dates the material when it is 
used; if it is not used within a year, it is 
discarded. In routing periodicals and other 
material to a succession of desks, it is found 
best to send the material to each person, with 
routing slip, and to have it returned to the 
library by each for re-routing. 

One librarian reports, “lor two winters I 
have made out reading-lists of books which 
would help the employees in their work and 
‘in personal development. Those who read 
one thousand pages have their names pub- 
lished in our house magazine. We have re- 
cently had prizes offered for those who would 
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read ‘The Americanization of Edward Bok’ 
and write the best essays on it. Those who 
read one thousand pages from the above lists 
also have their names entered on personne! 
cards in planning department.” This is a fine 
example of the ways in which a library may 
enrich the life of an organization, aside from 
merely supplying books or technical informa- 
tion. 

The spirit of the whole special library move- 
ment is well expressed in one or two pithy 
statements of principle, with which this re- 
view may well close: “Best equipment that 
can be bought for everything—no cheap sub- 
stitutes ;” “Best of all—planning before ex- 
ecuting.” These counsels of perfection may 
make the public librarian sigh; but it is an in- 
spiration to know that the business library 
can, at least in some happy instances, lead 
the way where we may all hope, each in his 
degree, to follow. The report is a stimulating 
production; every librarian will find both ideas 
and encouragement within its covers. 


The Information Booth at New York’s 
Silver Jubilee 


Rebecca B. Rankin, Librarian, Municipal Reference Library 


The Mayor’s Committee on the Celebration 
of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Greater 
New York invited the Municipal Reference 
Library to participate as one of the city de- 
partments in the exhibit to be given at Grand 
Central Palace, May 23 to June 23. The Li- 
brary, however, requested that it be allowed 
the privilege of functioning in its usual ca- 
pacity as a bureau of information, rather than 
make an exhibit of its activities and it was 
assigned the information booth. 

As far as I know or have been able to learn 
by continued inquiry this is the first time that 
a library has maintained such a booth at an 
exposition. The bank librarians in New York 
City were asked to assist at the American 
Bankers Association annual convention held 
last fall but they were not given the full re- 
sponsibility as in this case. 

The Silver Jubilee Exposition was a large 
exposition and very largely attended; it is es- 
timated that at least one million people visited 
it during the four weeks it was open. Every 
day during the morning hours from ten to 
twenty-five thousand school children attended 
and every evening there were hordes of people 
viewing the exhibits, usually as many as 
twenty-five thousand. 

The exhibits of all the departments of the 
city were exceedingly instructive, and all of 
them displayed in a graphic and attractive 
way. In addition, every day’s program had 
its entertainment features which attracted 
large crowds. 


The Booth 


There were four floors of exhibits in the 
Grand Central Palace. The Information Booth 


was assigned a small space near the front 
entrance, on either side of the main aisle, 
theoretically a splendid location. We equipped 
these two small booths with counters, tables, 
chairs and telephones and had available such 
books as we thought would be needed, mostly 
reference books, directories, and descriptive 
material of New York City and its govern- 
ment. One person was constantly on duty, 
and during the evenings two and some- 
times three persons. The hours were from 
9 a.m. till 11 or 12 p.m. 

In advance we had no idea as to the type of 
questions we should be called upon to answer. 
The experiment showed that for the most 
part the inquiries were about the exposition it- 
self. Each of us serving at the booth had to 
know the exhibits thoroughly, as many ques- 
tions were for the exact location of particular 
portions of a departmental exhibit. It was 
equally necessary to know the personnel of the 
exposition, (which was very large) and to 
be familiar with the frequently changing pro- 
grams of each and all days. There was some 
call for facts about New York City’s gov- 
ernment, occasionally a historic point, and 
some more general questions which required 
research work at the library, and likewise in- 
formation about location of places in the city 
but the majority of the questions centered 
about the exposition itself, most of which re- 
quired first-hand information and not book 
knowledge. 

We feel that we were well repaid for our 
labors by the amount of information that was 
given for the inquiries numbered about two 
hundred a day, not large compared to the 
numbers in attendance but there were condi- 
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tions which made the booth less useful than 
it might have been under different circum- 
stances. 

It seems to the librarian in charge that cer- 
tain elements detracted from our work. In 
the first place, the entire exposition was 
manned by the police; the traffic within the 
building was managed by them and there were 
hundreds of policemen constantly on duty. 
Everyone knows that a “blue-coat” is always 
considered an information bureau, and the 
public went to them constantly for directions 
and information, and in all cases they gave 
or attempted to give it. A policeman was 
spotted by persons wishing information, before 
the booth was. 

Secondly, theoretically our location in the 
exposition was good but practically it proved 
not to be. As persons entered the front door, 
their attention was drawn to the Fountain of 
Jewels, a spectacular piece of decoration in 
the center of the building beyond the infor- 
mation booth. This held their undivided at- 
tention, till after they had passed. Also, not 
until persons are really in an exposition and 
begin to know a little about it, do they know 
enough to ask questions. 

Thirdly, each department considered itself 
a bureau of information and made itself re- 
sponsible in answering any questions asked 
by the public. 

But undoubtedly our booth was needed: we 
did the general work and took care of miscel- 
laneous as well as technical questions. In 
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every case, we were the court of last resort 
and persons came to us when they were un- 
successful elsewhere in getting the informa- 
tion they wanted and we were always able to 
satisfy them. 


How To Do it 


Based on this experience, my suggestions 
to any who would conduct an information 
booth at a large exposition would be:- 


1. Do not have the booth too near the 

entrance but in a central location on the 

first floor, past the main attraction. 

Have signs near the front entrance 

directing persons to it. 

3. Have signs all over the building direct- 
ing persons to it. 

4. Have it well labelled, with large and 
plentiful signs—let it stand out blantantly. 

5. Have all the exhibitors well instructed 
and informed about the purposes of the 
Information Booth so that the public 
may be directed to it. 

6. Be prepared to answer any kind of a 
question. 


NS 


The work in the Silver Jubilee Exposition 
was intensely interesting and the experiment 
was well worth while. We should be glad to 
attempt it again, avoiding the mistakes made 
this time. We appreciate the courtesy ex- 
tended us by Commissioner Whalen and his 
assistants who made the exposition the 
wonderful success which it was. 


A Much Needed Interpreter 


Margaret Withington, Librarian, Social Service Library, Boston 


The Sociological Department of the Special 
Libraries Association should be introduced to 
the work of the Foreign Language Informa- 
tion Service, if it does not already know it, 
particularly as all the material may be ob- 
tained free of charge. 

The publications which are most interesting 
to the librarians and to the native-born readers 
in the library are the Editorial Digest of the 
Foreign Language Press in America: an Eng- 
lish translation of the digest of editorials from 
sixteen different foreign language groups, and 
the Interpreter: the official organ of the ser- 
vice. 

The Digest introduces to the native-born the 
attitude of the foreign-born toward America 
as nothing else can. The Foreign Language 
Information Service does not assume any re- 
sponsibility for the editorial opinions therein 
expressed but it takes them as it finds them 
and passes them on. This publication appears 
irregularly in the form of multigraphed sheets, 
averaging once a week. 

The Interpreter is the official organ of the 
Foreign Language Information Service, and 
is published monthly. It is a record of the 
work done and of some of the things with 
which the work brings it in contact. 


The Foreign Language Information Service 
itself was organized in 1918 with the view 
of interpreting the immigrant to America and 
America to the immigrant. It maintains con- 
tacts with the United States government de- 
partments and bureaus, obtaining information 
from them, and informs the alien in his own 
language concerning the government and laws 
of the country, sending daily material to eight 
hundred forefgn language papers. It also dis- 
tributes notices concerning government regu- 
lations to approximately thirty-five thousand 
foreign-language organizations which place 
these notices on their bulletin boards and cir- 
culate them among their members. It aids 
foreign-born individuals appealing for infor- 
mation on matters regarding government de- 
partments and agencies, and from time to time 
it issues pamphlets in foreign languages. As 
everyone in America knows, the process of 
assimilation is an enormously difficult one, and 
a wise and sympathetic go-between is a 
wonderful reagent. If the immigrants are to 
adjust themselves normally to their new en- 
vironment they cannot wait till they have 
mastered English for information about the 
country’s laws and institutions, or their own 
rights, obligations and opportunities here. 
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They must get it in their native tongue. The 
service includes the following divisions: 
Czecho-Slovack, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, Ger- 
man, Hungarian, Italian, Jewish, Jugo-Slav, 
Lithuanian, Norwegian, Polish, Swedish, Uk- 
ranian, and an American press bureau. It is 


Intellectual 


Our patriotism is indeed stirred by the re- 
port issued by the American Library Associa- 
tion telling that “for want of English and 
American books the greater part of the popu- 
lation of the continent of Europe is now 
practically without intellectual intercourse 
with America.” The plight of well known 
scholars and other intellectual workers of these 
countries, who read our language, is pitiful in 
the extreme, practically cut off as they are 
from the intellectual progress of the English 
speaking countries and with no help in sight 
for this appalling intellectual isolation. They 
write the most pathetic letters setting forth 
graphically the condition in which they find 
themselves. For the want of English speak- 
ing books two states of Europe have been 
forced to repeal legislation making our lan- 
guage the preferred language in their schools 
and to substitute German. Owing to the dis- 
tressing financial condition of all European 
countries with the exception of Great Britain, 
Holland and Scandinavia, and the depreciation 
of their moneys, it is impossible for them 
to buy English and American books and 
periodicals.” 

Think of the millions poured out so freely 
to relieve the physical starvation of Europe; 
is it not possible then, to take of our abun- 
dance something to relieve this mental starva- 
tion. Books and periodicals dealing with all 
phases of American life and institutions are 
needed so long as they are of comparatively 
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the latter which publishes the Editorial Digest. 
The office of the Foreign Language Infor- 
mation Service is at 119 West 4Ist Street, New 
York City, and any one wanting further in- 
formation or any of the publications of the 
service may get them by writing there. 


Starvation 


recent date. Encyclopedias, American history, 
travel, biography, economics, education, poli- 
tics, sociology, municipal government, science, 
technology, literature, art and architecture, 
and even children’s books if they are good. 
The appeal is made to us as “Special Libra- 
rians,” as we have material which is particu- 
larly useful in this emergency; will you not 
therefore look over your well stocked book 
shelves and see if there are not some books 
which you can spare for this great cause: 
particularly duplicates of new and up to date 
material, several copies which you may feel 
that you can part with even if it hurts. Nay, 
let us beg that you do more; why not sacrifice 
the book which you think most worthy the 
cause, one which you have read and think to 
be the very best of its kind dealing with 
America as you know it, and as you wish it 
to be known abroad. Could you serve your 
country better than by sending abroad its best 
thoughts and ideas? If libraries and individu- 
als all over the land will give from their 
abundance the books which can be spared, 
even if some sacrifice be made in doing so, 
there will be no need for the substitution of 
any other language for that of our own in 
the schools of other lands; and no thought- 
hungry scholar or English speaking student 
need starve for lack of intellectual contact 
with America and other English speaking 
countries. 


Handbook of Commercial Information Services 


The report of the Committee on Commercial 
Information Services is now finished and will 
soon be in the hands of the printer. The com- 
mittee have done a most complete and com- 
prehensive job and the published handbook, 
the most authoritative in this field, will rep- 
resent a contribution to the reference field of 
outstanding importance. The association is 
deeply indebted to the committee for their 
painstaking work. The personnel is as fol- 
lows: Herbert O. Brigham, Chairman; Char- 
lotte L. Carmody; Ethel Cleland; Mary 
Ferguson; Adelaide R. Hasse; Dorsey W. 
Hyde, Jr; (Miss) A. C. Kight; John J. 
Macfarlane; Lina Morley; Margaret Reynolds. 

The handbook includes information on two 
hundred and fifty-two commercial services, 
seventy-six associations and non-commercial 
services; eighty-seven government services, 
and three hundred and eighty-one periodical 
services—a total of seven hundred and ninty- 
six service-furnishing agencies. Each service 


is described by an itemized statement approved 
by that particular agency. The itemized state- 
ments are arranged alphabetically by name of 
publisher. The index is in two divisions: an 
index to the specific titles of the services, and 
a subject index to topics covered by the ser- 
vices. There are numerous cross references. 
The commercial services describe every type 
of service imaginable from advertising ma- 
terial in mat form to training in personnel 
administration. The association services vary 
from news services on cooperation to data on 
machine tools. The government services run 
from crop statistics to values of foreign coins. 
The periodical services cover a wide field from 
facts on abrasives to information about plumb- 
ing. It is impossible to give adequate con- 
ception of the scope of this report. Place 
your order with Miss Gibbs as soon as pos- 
sible. Order as many copies as you can; 
you will find the handbook constantly in 
demand and a boon to the busy executive. 
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EDITORIAL 
The New Editor Makes Her Bow 


A very modest bow it is, and it is chiefly made to the retiring editor. Miss 
Tafel has done, under difficulties which few members of the association can 
appreciate, a thoroughly good piece of work in the editing of the last five issues 
of the magazine, a piece of work which makes the secretary eager to say that 
nothing would have induced her to take over the editorship, except the positive 
assurance of Miss Tafel that she could no longer continue it. 

To the members of the association the editor makes a strong appeal for co- 
operation. To the committee and group chairmen this appeal can be made with 
a note of authority, but to the general membership it is none the less sincere be- 
cause it is less imperative. It would give her the greatest satisfaction to think 
that every member would express him- or herself some time during the year as 
to what is good, bad or indifferent in the magazine. The editor is not over- 
sensitive and would welcome even pretty hard knocks, but for the love of your 
profession do not ignore her! 


What Are You Going To Do About It? 


1. The membership of this association should be doubled this year. 

2. There is a large stock of most of the publications listed on the inside of 
the back cover. These publications should be sold in order that money be made 
available for others, some of which are waiting for funds. 

3. The Information Services list is in the hands of the printer. This is one 
of the most worth while things that the association has done—it is reviewed else- 
where in this number—how many orders will be placed before publication? 

4. Speciav Lipraries should carry sufficient advertising to pay the cost of 
printing, at Jeast—there is none in this issue. 

Every member of this association has it in his or her power to do something 
to further its interests in at least one of these ways. Will YOU do it in more than 
one! 

Miss Rankin, after all her work last year, has volunteered to double our 
membership, are you going to help her? 
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Our Departments 


We have attempted to compile a directory which we hope to carry in each 
issue of SPECIAL Lipraries. Our reasons for saying “attempted” will be 
apparent to those who consult it. If anyone can supply missing information or 
correct erroneous statements the editor will be more than grateful. It is hard to 
get hold of new officers of local associations at the beginning of the year. We 


hope it will be only at the beginning. 


Some of the Groups failed to report chairmen for this year, and as we do 
not propose to allow any of them the luxury of dying, the name of the last in- 


cumbent has been given. 


Because of the summer holidays we do not wish to be too severe, but give 
fair warning that after this issue the complete roll call will be published and we 
hope it will never be necessary to report “no reply.” 


President’s Letter 


Following out the policy adopted under my 
predecessor, Miss Rebecca B. Rankin, the 
President, and the Executive Board, wish to 
keep you apprised of the many activities of 
the association for the coming year. 

1. Miss Laura R. Gibbs, our Secretary- 
Treasurer, has been appointed editor of Srr- 
cIAL Linaries for the rest of the year, and the 
H. W. Wilson Company are to be the pub- 
lishers. 

2. Miss Rebecca B. Rankin is to be the 
Chairman of the Membership Committee and 
we hope with the cooperation of every member 
that we may be able to double the membership 
from seven hundred and fifty at present to 
fifteen hundred. 

3. The Methods Committee under the lead- 
ership of Miss Nichols will continue the good 
work which was started a year ago. 

4. The Committee on the Constitution, of 
which Mr. Herbert O. Brigham is chairman, 
will continue to revise the same and have it 
in shape for the annual meeting. 

5. The Information Service Committee 
have finished their work and the complete list 
of Information Services will be published by 
the Special Libraries Association and will ap- 
pear soon. 


6. The Directory Committee has completed 
its work on the revision of a new directory 
and this will be published in November or 
December. 

7. The Index to Special Libraries should 
be printed in December. 

8. There has been some difficulty in finding 
the right person to take charge of our adver- 
tising, but this, we hope, will be under way 
before another issue. 

o. The newspaper section of the Special 
Libraries Association under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Kwapil is making good progress in 
interesting the newspaper libraries of the 
country to have their librarians join our as- 
sociation. 

10. We ask your cooperation in making 
the Special Libraries Association during the 
coming year a stronger force in the Special 
Libraries field. If you have any suggestions 
that will help bring this about, kindly let us 
have them. 


Very truly yours, 
E. H. REDSTONE 
President 


Committees 


Constitution 


The committee is hard at work on the re- 
vision of the Constitution, which it is hoped 
will be printed in tentative form in the 
December issue. Please be prepared to send 
in any criticisms promptly after its appear- 
ance. We have got to make this an instru- 
ment by which we can be proud to live. 


Directory 


Miss Wilson reports that progress on the 
Directory has been satisfactory, eight hundred 
and twenty replies having been received 
to date. 

She says, “The field workers have rendered 
wonderfully efficient service in nearly every 


case.” Will every librarian, who has not 
already filled out a questionnaire for the Di- 
rectory, please write Miss Wilson for one at 
once. The Directory will be closed very soon 
that the information already on hand may 
not be out of date when published. Nothing 
is to be included which is not absolutely first 
hand. 
Employment 


The chairman of the Employment Commit- 
tee has been greatly hampered in attempting 
to place members of the association registered 
with the committee because members of the 
association do not report vacanies in their li- 
braries which we might aid in filling. 

The employment work is of vital importance 
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to the association. Great care in recommenda- 
tion is taken, for the placing of a misfit in 
any position at once reflects on the standing 
of the S.L.A. 


There are on file the following applications : 

S. H.—2 yr. college, 1 yr. library school, 3 yrs. 
library experience. 4 yrs. business experi- 
ence. Woman 

E. E. H.—College graduate. Library school 
graduate. 5 yrs. library experience. Woman. 

G. K.—MA at Columbia. Library school train- 
ing. 4 yrs. library experience. Now doing 
statistical work. Woman. 

k. A. B.—College and library school graduate. 
1 yr. in bank library. Reference work or 
editorial work preferred. Woman 

Z. T.—College and library school graduate. 
8 yrs. library experience including 4 yrs. in 
financial libraries. Woman. 

F. G.—High school graduate with certificate 
from library training class. Public library 
experience and business experience, wants 
special library work in New York City. 
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Speaks and reads German fluently. Reading 

knowledge of Spanish. 

Note—The registration work is now in the 
hands of the secretary who hopes to develop 
it more systematically than could be expected 
of a voluntary committee. It would greatly 
facilitate her work if all openings, or poten- 
tial openings were called to her attention. 


Information Services 


The work of the committee has been com- 
pleted and the handbook will be in press by 
the time this number of SpectaL LIBRARIES 15 
delivered. 

It is now incumbent on the members of the 
association to see that the edition is exhausted 
as soon as possible. A review will be found 
among the book reviews. 


Membership 


Miss Rankin has just been appointed to this 
committee to succeed Miss Cox whose resig- 
nation came at the end of the year. Miss 
Rankin hopes to double the membership before 
spring! We are all pledged to help. 


Group Progress 


An important part of the Atlantic City Pro- 
gram was the aiternoon given over to group 
meetings. As all the groups there were more 
or less definitely organized for work during 
the current year it is proposed to give some 
space each month to their activities, and each 
has been called upon for reports of progress. 

Presumably the summer has proved an off 
season for little activity since the conference 
is reported. Personal items reported will be 
found in the usual column, and the officers 
are listed on the Directory page. 


Technology 
ORGANIZING THE GrRoUP 


I was asked to organize a technology group; 
and here is my effort. 

The following were present at the Group 
Meeting of the Atlantic Conference (May 21- 
26, 1923), as obtained from the slips signed 
and the discussion reported. Doubtless there 
were some others; but let us call these the 
tentative or provisional members of the group 
to be organized (including the agricultural li- 
brarians who came because it was in the na- 
ture of a joint meeting) : 

Katherine C. 

Company 
F. E. Cady, National Lamp Works 
Martha L. Coplin, Dept. of Pub. Docs, Free 
Lib. Philadelphia 


Ashman, New Jersey Zinc 


Helen M. Craig, Western Elec. Co., Eng. 
Dept. 
Wm. P. Cutter, Arthur D. Little, Inc., 


Cambridge 
gg Darby, Engin. Libraries, Columbia 
Jniv. 


Madeline S. Durar. U. S. Rubber Co. 


O. Louise Evans, U.S. 
Roads 
Edith Flagg, Sinclair Oil Company 


Bureau of Public 


Martha L. Gericke, U.S. Dept. of Agri- 
culture 
M. C. Granez (Miss), New Jersey Zinc 


Company 
Ellen A. Hedrick, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Jane A. Henry, E. I. Du Pont de Nemours 
& Co. 
Geo. W. Lee, Stone & Webster, Inc. 
Lottie M. Lewis, New Jersey Zinc Co. 


Edith L. Mattson, Commonwealth Edison 
Co. Chicago 

J. L. V. McCord (Miss), U.S. Geological 
Survey 

Mary C. McMahon, Westinghouse Lamp 


Company 
Margaret Mann, United Engin. Societies 


Alma C. Mitchill, Public Service Corp., 
Newark 

Deborah Morris, School of Fine Arts, Univ. 
of Penn. 


Emilie Mueser, United Engin. Societies 

Charlotte G. Noyes, E. I. Du Pont de Ne- 
mours & Co. 

\W. L. Powlison, Nat'l Automobile Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Ann S. Pratt, Yale Univ. 

Miles O. Price, U. S. Patent Office 

Edward H. Redstone, Mass. State Library 

Marion J. Reynolds, Swift & Company, Chi- 
cago 

Carolyn R. Schantz, Phila. Rapid Transit 
Co. 

Elizabeth P. Seymour, United Eng. Societies 

Edith L. Shearer, Western Union Telegraph 
Co. 

Ray Simpson (Miss), 
Garden 


E. Mae Taylor, Philadelphia Electric Co. 


Brooklyn Botanic 
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The discussion was largely on union lists 
and on library service; and we have a fairly 
good report of the meeting, which can be read 
at our next convention. The list of topics, 
below, such as appeared on the registry slips, 
or were brought out in discussion, or have 
come to mind as obviously needed, will give 
a bird’s eye view of what some of our inter- 
ests are. It will also afford a basis for assign- 
ing “sponorships” (committees of one) for 
the purpose of getting “sources of iniorma- 
tion” and progress reports, looking to a use- 
ful loose-leaf handbook which should have its 
beginnings before the end of this association 
year. Generally speaking, the “assignees” are 
asked (in letters I am sending out) to have 
in mind bibliography, indexes, journals, trans- 
actions, handbooks, treatises, statistics, etc., or 
whatever else seems pertinent to facilitating 
the ways and means of getting or giving satis- 
faction in the field they are invited to repre- 
sent. Here is the list: 


Agriculture: local, state and national. “A 
plan for a plan.” 

Atlases (see also Maps). People need to 
know the relative advantages of the loose-leaf 
and the usual atlases. They need a check 
list for sizing up an atlas. 

“Automobilia” check list of features for de- 
ciding upon an automobile; check list of 
troubles and the way out; year books, guide 
books, maps, etc. 

Botany. Botanic gardens and arboretums; 
indexes, journals, etc. 

Building Codes. 

Chemistry. A subject that needs a “plan for 
a plan.” 

Classification schemes for different libraries. 

Dictionaries, English and Foreign. 

Electrical Instruments. 
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Electric railway services. 

Gas, with its many ramifications. 

Geology (see also Metals). This large sub- 
ject, like Agriculture and Chemistry, needs a 
“plan tor a plan.” 

Maps. How to keep maps; municipal, state 
and national maps; catalogs of map makers, 
etc.; local resources; the use of maps in con- 
nection with new propositions. 

Illumination (including comparisons of dif- 
ferent kinds of lighting). 

Interlibrary Loans, their possibilities, local 
and general. 

Metals. 

Oils, including lubrication and fuel. Com- 
parison of liquid and other fuels. 

Packing industry, and related topics. 

Public Documents, municipal, state and na- 
tional. How to obtain them; how to handle 
them; the follow-up of annual publications, 
etc. 

Publishers’ Lists. 

Roads, pavements, etc. 

Rubber and related subjects. 

Telegraphy (including economy in sending 
messages ). 

Union Lists. The subject most talked of at 
the first meeting. 

Water. 


Let all of us, especially those not having or 
not accepting special assignment, report on 
library kinks, short cuts, etc. 

I believe we need orginality of treatment by 
all the “sponsors,” that all should say or imply 
how they visualize the Technology Group as a 
going concern, and not hesitate to suggest in 
what ways it could probably be most useful to 
themselves and in what ways they could prob- 
ably be most useful as members. 

GeorGe W. LEE 


Association Activities 


A. L. A. 
TEMPORARY LispRARY TRAINING BOoarD 


The A.L.A. Temporary Library Training 
Board, authorized by action of the Council at 
Hot Springs, has held two meetings; a pre- 
liminary meeting in New York, May 24, and 
a second meeting in Chicago, July 19. The 
personnel of the board comprises Adam 
Strohm, chairman, Linda A. Eastman, Andrew 
Keogh, Harrison W. Craver, Malcolm G. 
Wyer, and S. C. N. Bogle, secretary. The 
functions of the board are: “To investigate 
the field of library training, to formulate ten- 
tative standards for all library training agen- 
cies, and to devise a plan for accrediting such 
agencies,” or, as the Committee on Library 
Training stated it, “To initiate some perma- 
nent machinery for carrying the provisions 
(or plans) into effect.” 

The Temporary Library Training Board has 
devoted itself to the functions assigned to it 
with special consideration of the study on li- 
brary training made by Dr. C. C. Williamson, 
available criticisms, constructive and otherwise, 


and of such standards for library training as 
have been formulated by the past committees on 
Library Training and by the Association of 
American Library Schools. A careful study 
was made of the standards of training which 
have been adopted by other professional 
organizations, especially the American Bar As- 
sociation, the American Medical Association, 
and educational organizations such as the 
North Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools, and of the plans under 
way in engineering education. The discus- 
sions have covered the most important prob- 
lems involved in a tentative way; no definite 
action has been taken. Some of the questions 
under consideration are: 

Should the most advanced type of profes- 
sional education for librarianship be on a 
strictly graduate basis with: a. A full college 
course including certain specified subjects as 
an entrance requirement? b. A _ specified 
amount of elementary or general library train- 
ing—or equivalent approved experience—as a 
prerequisite? c. Courses of from one to three 
years which measure up to the standards of 
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graduate study leading to master’s and doc- 
tor’s degrees in the large universities? 

Should there be another type of professional 
training for librarianship to be known as Class 
B—with: a. Three years of college work in- 
cluding certain specified subjects as an entrance 
requirement? b. A curriculum giving a one 
year elementary or general course in library 
economy? 

Should colleges and universities which con- 
duct library schools be encouraged to give a 
combined course—library and collegiate—lead- 
ing to a bachelor’s degree? 

Should other types of training with lower 
entrance requirements—such as library train- 
ing course, the general elementary summer 
school course and apprentice classes—be 
termed non or sub-professional ? 

Should not any library training agency be 
required to meet certain tests covering such 
points as teaching qualifications of the faculty, 
financial support, student body, equipment, etc. 
in addition to the proper entrance require- 
ments and prerequisites before receiving the 
approval of the permanent Library Training 
Board? 

These questions and many others of a sim- 
ilar nature are occupying the full attention of 
the board in its preliminary consideration of 
the problems involved. Full information and 
all points of view are sought by the board, 
which will welcome any suggestions from those 
interested in this work. Such communications 
may be sent to Sarah C. N. Bogle at A.L.A. 
Headquarters or to any member of the board. 


HospitaL Liprary EXHIBIT 


A hospital library exhibit by the A.L.A. 
was an interesting feature of the American 
Medical Association convention in San Fran- 
cisco. The therapeutic value of reading was 
stressed and library work for disabled vet- 
erans of the World War was especially shown 
by pictures and reports from thirty-two hos- 
pitals of the United States Veterans’ Bureau. 

The work of the public libraries for hospi- 
tals brought forth much enthusiasm and it is 
hoped that libraries in public charge when- 
ever called upon by hospital authorities will 
be responsive to the call. Sioux City, St. Paul, 
Detroit and St.Louis are pioneers in the 
movement. Notable among the private hos- 
pitals to recognize the need of library service 
is Mayo Brothers Hospital of Rochester, Min- 
nesota. The work was started here in May, 
1921 by the social service department and de- 
veloped gradually until in March, 1923 it be- 
came an independent organization with a 
trained librarian and with fully equipped read- 
ing rooms in the four separate hospitals. Large 
posters and photographs of these libraries 
were shown. 

The demand for better medical libraries in 
hospitals too is very great. Doctors and nurses 
spoke of the limited help they have to keep 
up with the profession, especially those work- 
ing in rural districts. 

The exhibit was originally assembled by Dr. 
Bostwick in 1921 but was brought up to date 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


135 


and many additions made which showed the 
growth of the movement by Mrs. Nettie K. 
Gravett, Hospital Librarian at United States 
Veterans’ Hospital no. 24, Palo Alto, Califor- 
nia, who was in daily attendance. The Went- 
worth Company of San Francisco, agents for 
the Library Bureau, furnished the booth with 
a fine set of library furniture, and the Empor- 
ium Book Department supplied a collection of 
bcoks suitable for the sick. A book wagon 
to carry magazines and books to the wards 
was shown and other special equipment for 
the work. These created much enthusiasm 
as their possibilities were explained. 


Boston 


The first meeting of the year was held at 
Young’s Hotel on Monday evening September 
24, where some seventy or eighty members of 
the association were the guests of the Boston 
Globe at a buffet supper. 

The supper was followed by a social half 
hour ending with a game of Fox and Goose. 

Miss Gibbs reported that the Directory 
Committee had completed the work of collect- 
ing information and it was discharged. 

Mr. Stebbins reported for the Kegistration 
Committee that applications were far more 
numerous than positions and asked that the 
members keep him informed of any openings. 

Miss Donnelly reported that the Education 
Committee had done nothing as yet about a 
course for this year. There was a course in 
classification two years ago with an atten- 
dance of twenty-one, and one in cataloging last 
year with ten pupils. Mrs. Hartzell who had 
conducted both these is now too far from 
Boston to continue. 

Nine new members were voted in. 

The topic of the evening was Newspapers. 
Mr. Alcott librarian of the Boston Globe gave 
an interesting account of his library, describ- 
ing the method of filing the hundreds of thou- 
sands of clippings, photographs and cuts, the 
last named being removed from their blocks 
and put into vertical files. He commented on 
the fact that his doors were of necessity closed 
to all other papers. 

Mr. Berry of the Monitor, who followed 
him, denied that this was a necessity and stated 
that the Monitor library was available to all 
other papers. He went on to tell of the index 
to the files of the Monitor which he is prepar- 
ing and which it is hoped may be published 
sometime in the future. 

Mr. Weston, also of the Monitor, has 
p1omised to write the subtance of his paper on 
the preservation of newspapers for an early 
number of SPECIAL LIBRARIES. 

Mr. Chase of the Boston Public Library 
spoke on the newspaper collections of Boston 
and that of the American Antiquarian Society 
of Worcester. He dwelt at some length on 
the colonial papers, the earliest files of which 
are being photostated for some forty libraries. 
The Boston Public Library receives papers 
from thirty-two countries, in seventeen lan- 
guages. 

The meeting was followed by a visit to the 
Globe plant. 
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CHICAGO 


Miss Mary B. Day writes: “You know we 
do not have a separate special library associa- 
tion, but have round tables during the year of 
interest to special groups. Then every Tues- 
day noon the special librarians have a table at 
Carson Pirie’s, where we have a good time 
generally discussing our problems, exchanging 
our ideas, etc.” 

The Chicago Library Club has about fifty 
special librarians in a membership of some 
four hundred. Its officers include the libra- 
rians of a theological school and of a national 
bank. 

CLEVELAND 


When the Cleveland Club of Special Libra- 
rians was formed a few years ago there were 
several strong libraries and librarians repre- 
sented, as well as the heads of certain de- 
partments of the Public Library. Many of 
these libraries have been discontinued, or, what 
is practically the same thing, have no longer a 
real librarian in charge. 

During this last year a general club of all 
librarians in Cleveland was formed under the 
title of “Library Club of Cleveland and Vicin- 
ity.” The constitution of the new club pro- 
vided for sections composed of groups having 
special interests in common, and our Special 
Librarians Club was made a section of the 
larger club. 


District oF Cotumbia Lirprary ASSOCIATION 


After the May meeting of the association 
reported in the last issue of SpecrAL Lipra- 
rigs futher gatherings were postponed until 
after the summer vacation period. Committee 
activities, however, have continued unabated. 
A meeting of the Committee on Library Train- 
ing, Miss Clara W. Herbert, Chairman, was 
called to consider the advisability of advertis- 
ing the opportunities in library work to the 
June graduates of Washington’s educational 
institutions. It was decided that a Sunday 
feature article on library work as a profession 
would be appropriate. Such an article was 
later drawn up and approved by the com- 
mittee. It was published as a half-page fea- 
ture story, with three illustrations in The 
Sunday Star of July 1, 1923. (Reprints avail- 
able). 

The local committee on reclassification has 
been hard at work. As the result of intensive 
sessions a preliminary draft showing tentative 
allocations of types of library positions to 
grades in the new Classification Act has been 
completed. A summary of local reclassifica- 
tion work as affecting librarians was published 
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in the June issue of Public Libraries. In 
September a conference was had with the 
acting chairman of the Federal Personnel 
Classification Board as the result of which 
the cooperation of Washington librarians was 
offered and accepted. The committee will con- 
tinue to hold meetings and keep in close 
contact with current developments. The first 
fall meeting of the association will be ‘held 
probably the first week in October. 


New York 


The meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the New York Special Libraries Association 
was held Tuesday evening, September 18th. 
Plans for the year and the general policy of 
the committee in regard to the character of 
the meetings were outlined. The first meet- 
ing of the association will be held on the third 
Tuesday of October. 


PHILADELPHIA 


The annual dinner meeting of the Special 
Libraries Council of Philadelphia and Vicinity 
was held at the Venture Tea Room, Friday, 
June 8. 

The program of the evening included im- 
pressions of the Special Libraries Association 
Convention. Interesting reports of most of 
the group meetings and the conferences on 
methods were made by the following members 
of the Council: Mabel Inness, Bureau of Mu- 
nicipal Research, Civics and References; 
Dorothy Bemis, Federal Reserve Bank, Fi- 
nance; Louise Keller, Independence Bureau, 
Insurance and Cataloging; Joseph F. Kwapil, 
Public Ledger, Newspapers; Josephine B. Car- 
son, Pennsylvania Compensation Rating and 
Inspection Bureau, Insurance; Deborah Mor- 
ris, University of Pennsylvania, School of 
Fine Arts, Reported the Business Session. 
Much interest and enthusiasm was expressed 
in the programs throughout the Conference, 
and it was generally accorded a great success. 

The subject of evening instruction in library 
science in Philadelphia was brought up for 
consideration by Miss Inness. Much interest 
was expressed in the establishment of courses 
with credits for special librarians and it was 
suggested that steps be taken at once to as- 
certain the number of persons interested in 
evening courses, and the possibilities of hav- 
ing such courses during the coming winter. 
It was resolved that a committee be appointed 
to take care of the matter during the summer 
months. 

A resolution on the death of Florence G. 
Humphreys, Librarian of The Corn Exchange 
National Bank, was read and passed. 


News from the Field 


The New York Bureau of Municipal Re- 
search and National Institute of Public Ad- 
ministration is sending its former director, Dr. 
Charles A. Beard, to Tokyo in response to 
a cable from Viscount Goto, Minister of Home 
Affairs in charge of reconstruction in Japan. 


The minister’s cable, which was dispatched 
soon after the earthquake, runs—“Earthquake 
and fire destroyed greater part Tokyo. 
Thoroughgoing reconstruction needed. Please 
come immediately if only for a short stay.” 
When Viscount Goto visited the New York 
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Bureau in 1918 he became deeply impressed 
with the work of the institution and on his 
return to Japan established the Tokyo In- 
stitute for Municipal Research. About the 
same time he was elected mayor of the city. 
Thereupon he invited Dr. Beard to come to 
Japan and help in establishing the new Insti- 
tute and in making a general survey of Tokyo. 
Dr. Beard accepted the invitation and spent 
last winter in Tokyo. The survey was com- 
pleted and published in Japanese in August. 
The Viscount is now Minister of Home Af- 
fairs and will be chiefly responsible in that 
position for reconstruction. This call upon 
the bureau for help met with immediate re- 
sponse on the part of Mr. R. Fulton Cutting, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees, acting 
in the name of the board. The entire cost of 
sending Dr. Beard to Japan on this mission 
will be borne by the National Institute of 
Public Administration and Bureau of Munic- 
ipal Research. 

During the year preceeding the earthquake 
the Library of the Bureau of Municipal Re- 
search had supplied the Tokyo Institute with 
as complete a collection as possible of books 
dealing with the problems of government ad- 
ministration. Several of the municipal sur- 
veys made by the bureau were being translated 
into Japanese. 

The building containing this library has been 
destroyed and the Library of the Bureau of 
Municipal Research has undertaken to replace 
this collection. Dr. Beard will take with him 
about two hundred books dealing with the 
immediate problems confronting the Tokyo 
government. The librarian will send more 
books as soon as they can be obtained. 


The American Library Association was rep- 
resented in the ceremonies attending the 
funeral of the late President Harding in Wash- 
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ington by H. H. B. Meyer, George F. Bower- 
man, Clara W. Herbert and Malina A. Gilkey. 


The Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, 
Miss Claflin reports, is now established in its 
new building and the library has been most 
generously treated both as to location and 
amount of space allotted to it. It is just off 
the room set aside for the use of the member 
bankers of the Federal Reserve District, and 
is intended as a reference library for :heir use 
as well as for the bank itself. Such an object 
provides a strong incentive for building up 
a thoroughly equipped financial library, which 
it is hoped this will ultimately become. 


The Catalogers of New York City have 
organized for the purpose of social and pro- 
fessional intercourse, with Miss Margaret 
Mann as chairman and Miss Emma Cragin as 
secretary-treasurer. 

This is an opportunity for those in special 
libraries to identify themselves with a group 
who expect to discuss some of the problems 
bearing on classification and cataloging. Those 
interested in joining the group are invited to 
send their names to Miss Cragin at the New 
York Public Library. 


The National Safety Council Library main- 
tained a library exhibit, showing developments 
in accident prevention work during the past 
year, the work of members, and concrete ex- 
amples of the library and information bureau 
service, at the Annual Congress in Buffalo, 
October 1-5, in the foyer of the Hotel Statler 


The Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, of 
which Ludington Patton, a director of the 
First National Bank, is vice-president, is hav- 
ing a library organized under the direction 
of Ruth C. Haylett, Wisconsin 1923. 


Personal 


Lewis A. Armistead, librarian of the Boston 
Elevated Railway Company, was absent from 
the library for some time this summer because 
of illness. We are glad to say that he is again 
at work, and extend him our best wishes for 
a quick return to his usual vitality and enthu- 
siasm. 

Miss Louise Ayers, assistant librarian of the 
Reuben H. Donnelley Corporation, Chicago, 
spent three months in Europe. 


Miss Elizabeth Banks joined the staff of the 
New York Times Index in July. 


Miss Claribel R. Barnett, librarian of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
sailed for Europe on August Ist. Her trip is 
taken on behalf of the library, for the pur- 
pose of visiting foreign bookdealers and agri- 
cultural libraries and scientific institutions, in 
order to form better contacts, to purchase 
books and periodicals for the library, and to 
arrange exchanges. It was her plan to visit 
England, Holland, Denmark, Germany, Aus- 


tria, Czechoslovakia, Switzerland, Italy and 
France, and to return about October fifteenth. 

Miss Isobel Binks has recently resigned the 
librarianship of the American Cotton Oil Com- 
pany, New York City. 

Miss Florence Bradley, formerly extension 
librarian of the National Health Library, 
succeeds Miss Cox as librarian of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company. 

Miss Eleanor Cavanaugh, librarian of the 
Standard Statistics Company, was in England, 
France and Belgium for two months this sum- 
mer. 

Miss Ruth Colman, formerly librarian of the 
Carnation Milk Products Company, Chicago, 
has accepted a position as cataloger, on the 
staff of the National Safety Council, Chicago. 


Miss Frances S. Cox resigned from the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company in the 
early summer and will be married during the 
autumn. 
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Miss Janet Doe has been appointed assistant 
librarian of the Rockefeller Institute, New 
York. 

Miss Katherine Etz has been appointed as- 
sistant in the library of the New York Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank. 

Miss Ethelwyn Gaston follows Mrs. Foote 
as the librarian of the Barrett Company. 

Mrs. Vera Grim is in charge of the records 
of the American Legion Headquarters, Indian- 
apolis. 

Dr. Florence Johnston is now librarian and 
editor-in-chief of indexes for the American 
Medical Association, Chicago. 

W. Dawson Johnston of the American Li- 
brary in Paris has recently attended meetings 
of the League of Nations Committee on In- 
tellectual Cooperation. 

Miss Theodora Kimball, of the Harvard 
School of Landscape Architecture library, was 
doing research work in New York during the 
summer. Her new book, “Manual of Infor- 
mation on City Planning and Zoning” is now 
on the press. 

Miss Sarah Kinney, for a number of years 
librarian of the Bureau of Forestry Labora- 
tory Library, Madison, Wis., is now on the 
sales force of the Library Bureau. The New 
York special librarians have welcomed her 
into the local association. 

Miss Louise B. Krause, librarian of the H. 
M. Byllesby Company, Chicago, and Miss 
Virginia Fairfax, Director of the Standard 
School of Filing and Indexing, New Orleans, 
have spent the summer together in Europe. 

Miss Hazel Laing, has resigned from the 
staff of the National Safety Council Library, 
Chicago, to become high school librarian in 
her home town, Gladstone, Michigan. 

Miss Harriet W. Lawrence has been ap- 
pointed to succeed Miss Prowattain as libra- 
rian of the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Com- 
pany. 

Miss Darlutha Lindberg, librarian oi the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History has 
resigned. It is understood that no qualified 
librarian will take her place, for the present 
at least. 

Miss Margaret Mann of the Engineering 
Societies Library, spent an extensive vacation 
traveling on the west coast. She has lectured 
in numerous places on cataloging, and to the 
staff of the Seattle Public Library on the 
Engineers Library and Special Library Work 
in New York City. 

Miss H. Marguerite Marcher, for three years 
an assistant in the First Wisconsin National 
Bank Library, Milwaukee, has been appointed 
Librarian at Riverside High School, Milwau- 
kee. 

Nelson McCombs librarian of New York 
University boasts a new daughter. 

Miss Adeline M. McCrum, secretary of the 
Pittsburgh Special Libraries Association and 
librarian of the Tuberculosis League is another 
member of S.L.A. who has spent her vacation 
abroad. 


October, 1923 


Miss McEntegert, assistant librarian of the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company 
General Library, resigned the middle of July, 
after having served seven years. Her friends 
in the company made her a farewell gift of 
a beautiful ring. 

_ George McKay has been appointed cataloger 
in the Grolier Club, New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. (Edith McPhail) Curtis 
Prout announce the birth of a son, Glover 
Scofield Prout, on June 14th. 


_Miss Edyth L. Miller has resigned as libra- 
rian of the Rockefeller Foundation. 

Miss Mildred Pressman has resigned as li- 
brarian of the National Bureau of Surety and 
Casualty Underwriters. 

Miles QO. Price of the Patent Office Library, 
Washington, is editing the Bibliography of 
Government Documents published quarterly in 
the American Political Science Review. 

Miss Emilie L. Prowattain has resigned as 
assistant librarian of the Philadelphia Rapid 
Transit Company, to enter the Drexel Library 
School. 


Miss Rebecca B. Ranklin lectured on spec- 
ial libraries before the Summer Library School 
at Columbia University, in August. 

Edward H. Redstone of Boston, is having 
honors heaped upon him. At North Scituate 
in June the Massachusetts Library Club elected 
him their president. 


Miss Margaret Reynolds, librarian of the 
First Wisconsin National Bank, Milwaukee, 
has been granted a Grade 1 certificate by the 
Public Library Certification Board, under the 
provisions of the Wisconsin Statutes. It is 
thought that Miss Reynolds is the first special 
librarian who has been certified under this new 
scheme. 

Miss Reynolds will give the course of lec- 
tures on Business Libraries, at the winter ses- 
sion of the Riverside School 


Miss Shepherd, cataloguer of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company Library has 
resigned. She took the summer course at 
Columbia. 


Miss Nancy Sydnor, formerly librarian of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, is 
now librarian at Randolph-Macon. Miss 
Jacobus succeeds Miss Sydnor in the Rich- 
mond bank. 


Ralph Thompson has been appointed assis- 
tant in the Economics Division of the New 
York Public Library. 

Miss Ethel Turner, formerly an assistant in 
the State Library of Massachusetts, Boston, 
has been promoted to legislative reference as- 
sistant in that library. 


Mrs. Nancy Vaughan has been appointed 
principal in charge of the Science and Indus- 
try Department of the Los Angeles Public Li- 
brary. Mrs. Vaughan was formerly librarian 
of the Erie Railroad Library, and of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Library, New 
York City. 








pla 
lic 


als 
in 


tes 


Ba 
giv 
Cu 
the 
ind 
for 
tior 


tec! 
Re 
ver 
Lit 
Sor 














October, 1923 


Miss Irma M. Walker became librarian of 
the Western Society of Engineers in August. 
Miss Walker was formerly reference librarian 
in the Madison Public Library. 
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Miss Lydia K. Wilkins, chief of the Peri- 
odical Division of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture Library, accompanied 
Miss Barnett to Europe, but was called home 
by illness in her family. 


Things in Print 


Clearing House for Information about 
Directories 

Members of the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion necessarily purchase many directories. In 
order to intelligently select the directory in 
each case that will best suit their needs and 
to know what are published for given trades, 
or giving specific information, some central 
source of information is needed. 

Such information is limited. The Mailing 
List Directory compiled by the Business 
Branch of the Newark, N.J. Public Library, 
now in press, will include about fourteen 
hundred _ titles. In compiling this list 
the library necessarily acquired many data 
from publishers of trade directories. Since 
this book went to press, information about 
several hundred more has been obtained, also 
information about city and foreign directories 
accumulated during the past ten or twelve 
years in building its own collection of direc- 
tories. 

There is here, therefore, foundation for a 
clearing house of information on these sub- 
jects. If, when the Mailing List Directory 
is off the press, members of the Special Li- 
braries Association will send a record of any 
additional titles they have, or may get later, 
this information, with what is now on file, will 
be made available to all Special Library As- 
sociation members either by correspondence 
or personal visit. 

Address the Business Branch of the Library, 
15 Beaver St., Newark, N. J. 

At a meeting of the Association of North 
American Directory Publishers last month 
plans were discussed for building up free pub- 
lic directory libraries in cities throughout the 
United States and Canada. The publishers 
also agreed to supply their directories for use 
in commercial school classes. 

A feature of the meeting was a speed con- 
test on the alphabetizing of a thousand cards. 








The Service Bulletin of the Federal Reserve 
sank of Cleveland, for September 1, 1923, is 
given over to a “Digest of Leading Articles in 
Current Periodicals of Interest to Bankers in 
the Fourth Federal Reserve District.” Prices of 
individual numbers and subscriptions are given 
for the periodicals referred to and the annota- 
tions are excellent 

We have a report of the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association on the Protection of 
Records which will be abstracted for the No- 
vember issue. Meanwhile, Miss Louise Keller, 
Librarian of the Independence Bureau, 137 
South Fifth Street, Philadelphia, writes that 


she can supply copies to members of the Spe- 
cial Libraries Association who desire them. 





The Ronald Press has issued, “The Bank 
and Its Library,” a ten page bibliography for 
the banker, to be distributed at the American 
Bankers Association. The preliminary pages 
on “The Banker and the Printed Page” are 
chiefly the contribution of Miss Estelle Lieb- 
mann and are good library propaganda. 





The library of the Dennison Manufacturing 
Company has a select list of books entitled 
“What to Read.” There are some twenty-five 
topics with from three to a dozen books listed 
under each. Descriptive notes follow the lists. 
The little book is very attractively gotten up, 
the lists are popular and should prove useful. 





In the June number of Public Libraries, Mr. 
Hyde discusses “Reorganizing the Library 
Personnel System of the Federal Govern- 
ment.” This subject was also treated in our 
May issue by Mr. William E. Mosher’s “Sal- 
ary Standards in the Federal Government.” 





In an article in the Washington Star for 
July 1st, 1923 headed “Library Positions with 
Adequate Pay Increase in Number,” Mr. Hyde 
makes the following statements: 


The Librarian who enters these specialized fields 
of service will find increased opportunity for research, 
statistical and bibliographic work. Success in the 
special library field calls for more advanced initial 
training in one particular field and a taste for in- 
tensive investigation and research. 

Contrasted with the public librarian, the special 
librarian serves a more restricted clientele, but there 
are compensating advantages in the greater degree 
of recognition which may be obtained as the result 
of personal contributions to the literature of the 
field in which he specializes. 

The scarcity of the trained librarians is particularly 
noticeable in the business field, where opportunities 
are great, but where requirements are correspond- 
ingly high. The head of a nationally known adver- 
tising company announced recently that the aid of a 
special advertising library had opened their eyes to 
unrealized possibilities in the development of their 
service, and only a few weeks ago the president of 
the American Bankers’ Association spoke publicly on 
“The Need of a Library in the Financial Word.” 

Great interest is manifested at the present time in 
the organization of special libraries in the fields of 
banking, finance, insurance, advertising and selling, 
manufacturing, and in connection with class and 
trade publications, newspapers and commercial in- 
telligence services of various kinds. The demand for 
trained librarians to fill positions of this kind wun- 
doubtedly will continue for some time to come. 


The National Safety Council, 168 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, issues a calendar 
for 1924, ten by nineteen inches with illustra- 
tions in four colors by Lyford and three other 
well known American artists, which it is pre- 
pared to furnish in quantities. 
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A Buyer’s Guide for the Safety Man—A ten 
page catalog of products and materials asso- 
ciated with accident prevention, fire prevention, 
health, sanitation and welfare, arranged alpha- 
betically by product. In National Safety 
News, October 1923, page 55. 


From the Yale Panel comes the following 
little verse by an anonymous writer which ex- 
presses just what happens to the man or 
woman who tries to succeed without books: 


Too Busy To READ 


An hour with a book would have brought to 
his mind 

The secrets that took him a whole year to find. 

The facts that he learned at enormous expense 

Were all on a library shelf to commence. 

Alas! for our hero. Too busy to read, 

He was also too busy, it proved, to succeed. 

We may win without credit, skill or a smile, 

We may win without patience or aptitude, 
purpose or wit, 

We may even succeed if we’re lacking in grit; 

But take it from me as a mighty safe hint— 

A civilized man cannot win without print! 

September 1923. 











October 26, 1923. 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGE- 
MENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY 
THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912. 

OF SPECIAL LIBRARIES, panes monthly ex- 
cept July and August, at New York City. For 
October 1, 1923. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ss: 

Before me, Notary Public, personally appeared 
Laura R. Gibbs, who having been duly sworn accord- 
ing to law, deposes and says that she is the Business 
Manager of SPECIAL LIBRARIES, and that the 
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following is, to the best of her knowledge and belief, 
a true statement of the ownership, management, etc., 
of the aforesaid publication, for the date shown in 
the above caption, required by the Act of August 24, 
1912, embodied in section 443 Postal Laws ond Regu- 
lations, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, 
editor, managing editor, and business managers are: 
Publisher, The H. W. Wilson Co. 968-972 University 
Ave., New York City, Managing Editor, none; Editor, 
Laura R. Gibbs, 142 Berkeley Street, Boston, Mass., 
Business Manager, Laura R. Gibbs, 142 Berkeley 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

2. That the owners are: Special Libraries Asso- 
ciation, Edward H. Redstone, President, Librarian, 
Massachusetts State Library, State House, Boston, 
Mass., Laura R. Gibbs, Secretary-Treasurer, Office 
Manager, Tell-U-Where Company of America, 142 
Berkeley Street, Boston, Mass. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and 
other security holders owning or holding 1 per cent 
or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities are: none. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving 
the names of the owners, stockholders, and security 
holders, if any, contain not only the list of stock- 
holders and security holders as they appear upon the 
books of the company but also, in cases where the 
stockholder or securityholder appears upon the books 
of the company as trustee or in any other fiduciary 
relation, the name of the person or corporation for 
whom such trustee is acting, is given; also that the 
said two paragraphs contain statements embracing 
afhant’s full knowledge and belief as to the cir- 
cumstances and conditions under which stockholders 
and securities holders who do not appear upon the 
books of the company as trustees, hold stock and 
securities in a capacity other than that of a bona 
fide owner; and this affiant has no reason to believe 
that any other person, association, or corporation has 
any interest direct or indirect in the said stock, 
bonds, or other securities than as so stated by her. 

LAURA R. GIBBS, 
Business Manager. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me October 27, 
1923, at Boston, Mass. 
{[SEAL] H. L. MARSHALL. 
Notary Public, Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
My commission expires Feb. 21, 1930.) 
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BOOKMAN’S MANUAL 


A GUIDE TO LITERATURE 


CONTENTS COVERING 
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MISS BESSIE GRAHAM - The Author 


Honorary Member of the American Booksellers’ Association 


COPIES READY FOR DELIVERY DECEMBER 1-10 





THE BOOKSHELF FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


1923-24 


A concise, classified guide to books for children, carefully selected by 
three competent experts, helpful to parents, teachers, librarians, etc., 
in selecting the best books. Single copy, 10 cents. 100 copies $6.00 


R. R. BOWKER Co., 62 West 45TH STREET, N. Y. 
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A subscription to the magazine includes membership in 
the association. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES DIRECTORY, 1921 . ._ 1.00 


HANDBOOK OF COMMERCIAL INFORMA- 
eae Seve. Cs tt hCCt«:«C et 2.00 


Covers over 400 special services including commercial, 
government, associations, periodicals, etc. In press. 


WORKSHOP FOR ASSEMBLING BUSINESS 
CE ee 
A study of the functions of a business library. 

PRELIMINARY REPORT ON FINDINGS OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON METHODS . . .30 
A report which will form the basis of a Manual of Special 
Library Methods. Everyone interested in a special lib- 
rary should study this and offer the committee sugges- 
tions for the Manual. 

COMMERCIAL LIBRARIES AND THE DE- 
PARTMENT OF COMMERCE .. . . .30 
A study of ways in which the department can help and 
be helped by special libraries. 

HAMOR: BIBLIOGRAPHY, FOUNDATION 
OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH. . . . 25 
An address before the Pittsburgh Special Libraries Assn. 
Based on the work of the Mellon Institute. 





Any of the above publications can be obtained from the secretary. 
Laura R. Gibbs, 142 Berkeley St., Boston 17, Mass. 


Single numbers of SPECIAL LIBRARIES including the supplement to June 
1923, DIRECTORY OF THE LIBRARIES OF PHILADELPHIA can be 
obtained, for 50 cents, from the H. W. Wilson Company, 958-972 Uni- 
versity Avenue, New York City. 


























